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Detailed Action 

Response to Amendment 

Claims 1-32 are pending. This action is in response to the remarks received 
March 31 , 2009. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-32 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 



A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1-32 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Cahill et 
al. (US 6,181,837). 

Re claims 1, 6, 15, 21, and 31, Cahill teaches a method of recording and perusing 
financial transaction information (col. 1, lines 5-17 ) comprising the steps of: 

providing an index generating software program to a financial institution for use 
on a first computer, the index generating software program being operable to generate 



Application/Control Number: 10/824,792 



Page 3 



Art Unit: 3695 

a downloadable index and archive of images of multiple cleared paper checks (col. 2, 
lines 16-40 ): and 

providing a customer of the financial institution with complementary software for 
use on a second computer, the complementary software being operable to remotely 
download the downloadable index and archive of images of multiple cleared paper 
checks, wherein the archive contains images of the cleared paper checks, and to 
display the images of the cleared paper checks (col. 5, line 21 to col. 6, lines 30 ). 

Re claims 2 and 7-8, Cahill teaches archive of images of multiple cleared paper 
checks is incorporated into the downloadable index ( fig. 27 ). 

Re claim 3, Cahill teaches complementary software also provides an interface and 
a database selection module for recording the customer's financial transactions (figs. 1-2 
5). 

Re claims 4 and 22, Cahill teaches customer with a checking account ledger for 
recording the customer's checking account transactions; wherein the complementary 
software is operable to record financial transactions in the checking account ledger 
corresponding to the check images in the downloadable index ( fig. 5 ). 

Re claim 5, Cahill teaches index is a searchable index, and wherein the 
complementary software also provides the customer with the ability to search according 
to check number and to generate a search result that displays an image of the check 
corresponding to a searched-for check number together with textual information stored 
in the index identifying the check image (col. 29, lines 21-34 ). 
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Re claim 10, Cahill teaches prerecording a financial transaction corresponding to a 
check; downloading an image of the check, together with the corresponding 
transactional text data, after it has cleared; comparing the prerecorded information with 
the downloaded transaction information; and alerting the customer if there is a 
mismatch between the prerecorded information and the downloaded transaction 
information (col. 54, lines 21-34 ). 

Re claim 11, Cahill teaches printing a check through the financial transaction 
bookkeeping software; and prerecording the financial transaction based on the 
information printed on the check (col. 38, lines 32-35; fig. 27 ). 

Re claims 12 and 14, Cahill teaches receiving an image of a check before it has 
cleared; running an optical character recognition process on the check image to identify 
transactional textual information on the check image; and prerecording the financial 
transaction corresponding to the check by storing the optically-recognized transactional 
textual information in the customer's checking account ledger (fig. 25 ). 

Re claims 13 and 32, Cahill teaches financial transaction bookkeeping software 
program is integrated with an optical character recognition module operable to identify 
typed or written information in a cleared check image (fig. 27 ). 

Re claims 16 and 25, Cahill index generating software is operable to generate a 
single file archive of the checks together with the corresponding cleared check images, 
and wherein the index downloading software module is operable to remotely access 
and download the archive ( col. 5, line 21 to col. 6, lines 30 ). 
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Re claims 17 and 24, Cahill a financial transaction software program residing on 
the customer's personal computer, the financial transaction software program being 
operable to maintain a database of the customer's financial transactions, the financial 
transaction software program being further operable to store the downloaded index 
together with the cleared check images; wherein the index downloading software 
module is integrated with the financial transaction software program (figs. 1 and 27 ). 

Re claims 18 and 26-28, Cahill a check data and image perusal software module 
interfaced with the index downloading software module and operable to display the 
check images together with textual data identifying the check images ( fig. 25 ). 

Re claims 19 and 29-30, Cahill a check data and image perusal software module 
interfaced with the index downloading software module and operable to search the 
downloaded index according to check number and to generate a search result that 
displays an image of the check corresponding to a searched-for check number together 
with textual information stored in the index identifying the check image ( figs. 25 and 26 ). 

Re claims 20 and 23, Cahill detecting possible check washing fraud (col. 3, lines 

60-63 ). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Thu Thao Havan whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-81 1 1 . The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 6am-2pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Kyle can be reached on (571 ) 272-6746. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct-uspto.qov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at (866) 217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Thu Thao Havan/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3695 



